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Lincoln Completes First F-35 Carrier Qualification  
 
By Mass Communication Specialist Second Class Jessica Paulauskas, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) Public Affairs 
 

ATLANTIC OCEAN (NNS) -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) successfully completed Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) Carrier 
Qualifications for the F-35C Lightning II program, carrier qualifying the first nine fleet 
aviators in the new aircraft, while underway Dec. 7-11.  
 
Along with Abraham Lincoln, the "Rough Raiders" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
125, the "Grim Reapers" of VFA-101, and VX-9 accomplished many first steps including 
first-time use of Autonomic Logistic Information System (ALIS) aboard a carrier, and use 
of the Joint Precision Approach and Landing System (JPALS) in an operational setting. 
 

 

An F-35C Lightning II assigned to the "Rough Raiders" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 125 approaches 

the flight deck for landing during flight operations aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 

Lincoln (CVN 72). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Juan Cubano/Released) 
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"Thanks to the tireless work from the 
VFA-125, VFA-101, VX-9, CVN72, 
and the Lockheed Team this 
detachment was able to successfully 
complete numerous milestones that 
will set the foundation for the future 
5th generation employment of the F-
35C into the Carrier Air Wing," said 
Cmdr. Scott Hulett, VFA-125 
executive officer.  
 
One of those milestones achieved 
was with ALIS, an information 

infrastructure that allows operators to plan, maintain, and sustain systems over the F-
35Cs. The system provides a secure way to transmit up-to-date operations, 
maintenance, prognostic, support, training and technical data to users and technicians 
worldwide. According to Lockheed Martin, the developer of the F-35C, ALIS is 
considered the IT backbone of current and future aircraft throughout the Department of 
Defense.  
 
Abraham Lincoln operated in inclement weather during portion of the qualification 
process, which gave the squadrons varying condition to test the new landing system, 
JPALS. The all-weather system works with the ship's navigation system to provide 
accurate and reliable guidance for the aircraft. Prior to this underway, F-35Cs only used 
JPALS for developmental testing.  
 
While the pilots put new 
systems to the test in the 
air, Abraham Lincoln 
Sailors, both on and below 
deck achieved important 
milestones. The aircraft 
intermediate maintenance 
department performed their 
first unassisted F-35C tire 
change. This 
accomplishment provided 
proven capabilities that will 
help ensure full and 
successful integration of the 
air wing with Abraham 
Lincoln.  
 
 
 
 
 

An F-35C Lightning II from the "Rough Raiders" of Strike Fighter 

Squadron (VFA) 125 prepares to launch during flight operations aboard 

the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). (U.S. 

Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Juan Cubano / 

Released) 
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"We could not have achieved our lofty goals without the dedication and expertise from 
everyone involved. We look forward to working with the CVN72 team throughout 2018 
as we continue to ensure 5th generation power projection from the sea," said Hulett.  
 
By 2025, the Navy's aircraft carrier air wings are forecasted to consist of F-35C, F/A-
18E/F Super Hornets, EA-18G Growlers electronic attach aircraft, E-2D Hawkeye battle 
management and control aircraft, MH-60R/S helicopters and Carrier Onboard Delivery 
logistics aircraft.  Abraham Lincoln is currently underway conducting carrier 
qualifications and training.

 

 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 1st Class Antonio Rodriguez directs an F-35C Lightning II assigned 

to the "Rough Raiders" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 125 during flight operations on the flight deck 

of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 

Specialist 1st Class Josue Escobosa/Released) 


